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Item 1 DA 29/2020 Operation of a 999 head Feedlot including 
Construction of Associated Infrastructure - Eden Forest 
Road - Deferred Item  

FILE REFERENCE 20/30094 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  3. An Environmentally Responsible Shire 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 2.2.1 Increase the range of opportunities to work locally - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This reports recommends the approval with conditions of DA 29/2020. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

This application was considered at the last Council Meeting, report attached, 
and deferred for an on-site inspection. 

The site inspection was undertaken on Tuesday 1st December 2020. 

Also the applicant met with Council’s planning and engineering staff on Friday 
11th December 2020 to discuss two issues regarding the draft conditions of 
approval, namely: 

That causeways on Eden Forest Road are to be upgraded to 5 
metre width, with width indicators, at the applicant’s expense 
and to Council standards 

The applicant put forward his view that the safety issues around the various 
causeways could be addressed with signage and other works to make the 
approaches less of a concern. 

After discussion on this issue it was agreed that a Road Safety Audit would be 
undertaken to determine the most appropriate and cost effective way to 
handle the safety concerns. 

That a 200 metre dust seal be provided for all residence within 
200 metres of Eden Forest Road, at the applicant’s expense and 
to Council standards 

The applicant pointed out that a previous owner of ‘Killarney’ had an 
agreement with the Council that a dust seal adjacent to their property would 
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be provided on a 50/50 cost basis. The previous owner never took up the 
offer. After discussion it was agreed that a more equitable solution would be a 
one-third contribution from the applicant to the dust seal cost. 

Therefore the following condition is now being recommended for inclusion with 
all the remaining conditions as outlined in the previous report: 

Safety measures to be undertaken – Eden Forest Road 

a) The Council will undertake a road safety audit to determine the 
required sight distances and appropriate signage to improve the 
safety of the 4 causeways along Eden Forest Road. The audit and 
consequent safety works such as any appropriate signage are at 
the applicant’s expense; 

b) That the applicant contribute one third of the estimated cost of 
providing a 200-metre dust seal adjacent to the property 
‘Killarney’ along Eden Forest Road. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION: 
 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the proposal for 999 head feedlot and associated 
facilities including sediment pond, effluent storage pond, water 
supply system, internal roads and laneways and existing 
infrastructure, located on the properties “Kia-Ora”, (being Lots 45 
and 47, DP 751099; Lot 2, DP 590968; Lot 1, DP 651319), 819 Eden 
Forest Road, Gravesend and the adjoining property “Pinegrove” 
(Lots 59 and 76, DP 751099; Lot 1, DP 590968), 821 Eden Forest 
Road, Gravesend, be approved subject to the attached draft 
schedule of conditions.   

 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Previous Report without attachments
AT- Amended draft conditions 
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Item 2 November Monthly Investment and Rates Collection 
Report  

FILE REFERENCE 20/30095 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

TABLED ITEMS: 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 October 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy, as amended. 
 
 
RATES COLLECTIONS 
 
The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31 October 2020. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 3 Joint Organisation Membership  

FILE REFERENCE 20/30103 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.2 WE WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE OUR GOALS 

STRATEGY: 4.2.1 Build strong relationships and shared 
responsibilities - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for information. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

 

BACKGROUND 

At the last Council Meeting it was resolved: 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 1/20 
 
 THAT the report be received. 
 

FURTHER that both Namoi Unlimited and the New England Joint 
Organisations be formally advised of the Council’s decision to transfer 
this Council’s membership from Namoi Unlimited to the New England 
Joint Organisation. 
 
FURTHER once the concurrence of the Boards of both Joint 
Organisations has been received to the transfer of this Council’s 
membership from Namoi Unlimited to the New England Joint 
Organisation that the Minister for Local Government and the Council’s 
State Member be advised seeking their support for the transfer. 

COMMENT 

Following this resolution the Executive Officers of both Namoi Unlimited and 
the New England Joint Organisation were requested to place Gwydir’s request 
as outlined in the Council’s recent resolution. 

The New England Joint Organisation held its normal quarterly meeting at 
Moree Plains Shire Council Chambers on 30th November 2020. At this 
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meeting the Mayor successfully piloted the following motion through the 
meeting: 

41/20 RESOLUTION:  
 
That the NEJO Board: 
 

i) Accept the request for Gwydir to become a member of the New 
England Joint Organisation.  
 

ii) Authorise the Executive Officer to complete any required 
paperwork to facilitate the membership.  

The Namoi Unlimited Board Meeting was held on Tuesday 8th December 
2020. A similar supportive resolution was carried at the Namoi meeting as well 
but the Meeting’s Minutes have not been issued yet. Once the Namoi 
Unlimited Minutes are received the Minister for Local Government will be 
requested to make the necessary Gazettal notifications. 

CONCLUSION 

The General Manager is attending the Namoi General Managers’ meeting this 
week and will be confirming that Gwydir Shire Council is happy to continue its 
involvement in the following activities, if possible: 

 Namoi Water Alliance Smart Watermark Agreement and Namoi Water 
Alliance; 

 Namoi Regional Town Water Supply Strategy 

 VendorPanel; and; 

 Contaminated Lands Capacity and Capability Building Program. 

These programs are included in the annual fee that has already been paid for 
the 2020/21 year. Any contributing payments beyond 2020/21 would be on the 
basis of perceived benefit directly to Gwydir. An example is the annual 
payment for vendor panel and the benefit that accrues to Gwydir as a result of 
its continuing involvement. 

However Gwydir has not committed itself to the Namoi Economic and Industry 
Super Cluster project and, indeed, has expressed its concerns about the 
benefit that would be derived to Gwydir from this project. 

Any ongoing support for the Namoi Unlimited Executive Officer position 
beyond 2020/21 is the subject of requested legal advice, which hasn’t, as yet, 
been received. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the update report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  


