
Ordinary Meeting - 29 October 2020 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 1 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 29 
October 2020 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 
MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER 2020 

 
COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 

 
ROXY MEETING ROOM, BINGARA 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr Marilyn Dixon 
OAM, Cr. Jim Moore, Cr. Geoff Smith, Cr. 
David Coulton, Cr Stuart Dick, Cr Tiffany 
Galvin and Cr Frances Young 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Helen Thomas (Manager, Finance), 
Alex Eddy (Manager, Engineering Services) Tim 
Greensill (Manager, Information Services) and Ruby 
Mitchell (Trainee) 

 
Public: Mrs Rachel Sherman and Mrs Kim Miller (Gwydir 

News) 

Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES No apologies 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 242/20
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 24 September 2020 as circulated be taken as read 
and CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Egan) 
 

 
PRESENTATION Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
 
Cr Egan declared a less than significant pecuniary interest in Item 4 Gwydir 
River Foreshore Management Plan as a neighbouring property owner. 
 
Crs. D and J Coulton declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 2 
Recommendations from the Standing Committee Meetings due a relative 
having a Development Application mentioned in a Committee Report. 
 
Cr Moore declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the Warialda 
Rotary Club in Item 6 Correspondence from Rotary Club of Warialda. 
 
ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 243/20
 

THAT the following items, namely: 
 

1. Dissemination of Council Information 
(Confidential) 

2. Annual Report 2019-2020 
 

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Young) 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 244/20
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the Items on the agenda. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Dick) 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 245/20 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 
 Item 1 Roxy Complex (Ref: 246/20) 
 
  THAT the report be received and option 2 be pursued. 
 

Cr Galvin requested that her name be recorded as voting against 
this motion in the Confidential Committee 

 
 Item 2 Warialda Road Coolatai - Friable Asbestos (Ref: 247/20) 
 

  THAT the report be received 

FURTHER:  

i) the property transfer is acknowledged 
ii) the required remediation work is completed as soon 

as practicable 
iii) the property be classified as operational land 

allowing its disposal and that the property is put on 
the market for sale, post remediation 

Item 3 Adoption of Recommendations from the Confidential 
Community Services and Planning Committee meeting of 08 
October 2020 (Ref: 248/20) 

THAT the recommendations from the Confidential Community 
Services and Planning Committee meeting 08 October are 
adopted 

Sale of old Bingara Shire truck and Original Roxy Café 
furnishings (Ref: 249/20) 
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THAT the report be received and Mr Betts be advised that the 
Council declines his offer. 

Closed Organisation and Community Services Report for 
September 2020 (Ref: 250/20) 

THAT the Closed Organisation and Community Services report 
for September 2020 be received. 

FURTHER that the staff investigate the ongoing need for the 
provision of a locally based air conditioning re-gassing 
service for vehicles and whether the Council could fulfil this 
need if established as financially viable (Ref: 251/20). 

Item 4 Minutes of the Consultative Safety Committee Meeting 
(Ref: 252/20) 

  THAT the report be received 

Item 5 Thank You letter - Country Education Foundation Gwydir 
(Ref: 253/20) 

  THAT the report be received 

 Item 6 Dissemination of Council Information (Ref: 254/20) 

   THAT the report be noted 

 are adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 1 Councillor Activity Statement for September 2020 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

 

The Councillors’ activity schedule for September 2020 is outlined below: 

September, 2020 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Adam Marshall visit – Warialda Showground 2nd Sept. 

Quarries Meeting - Warialda 2nd Sept. 

QLD- NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

3rd Sept. 

Namoi Unlimited Workshop Directions 4th Sept. 

Transport NSW Teams Meeting 8th Sept. 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Senior Staff and Mayor Meeting 15th Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

NEJO Meeting - Inverell 28th Sept. 

Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Disability Access Committee Members street walk - 
Bingara 

4th Sept. 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Disability Access Committee Meeting – Bingara 
Library 

18th Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

Cr David Coulton 

Adam Marshall visit – Warialda Showground 2nd Sept. 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Bushfire Management Committee Meeting - 
Narrabri 

23rd Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

 Cr Stuart Dick 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Warialda Historical Society Meeting 17th Sept. 

Bushfire Management Committee Meeting - 
Narrabri 

23rd Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

Cr Dixon OAM Disability Access Committee Meeting – Bingara 4th Sept. 
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Library 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Cr T Galvin 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Country Education Fund (CEF) Gwydir AGM and 
Ordinary Meeting - Warialda Chambers 

14th Sept. 

CEFA (CEO visit)  Bingara Council Chambers 28th Sept. 

Cr J Moore 

NSLA Board - Zoom meeting 1st Sept 

Xmas carnival meeting – Warialda Council 
Chambers 

3rd Sept. 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

ABC Tamworth - Warialda 15th Sept. 

Warialda Historical Society Meeting 17th Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room  

24th Sept. 

Cr G Smith 

Committee Meeting – The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

Cr F Young 

NSLA Board - Zoom meeting 1st Sept. 

Committee Meeting- The Roxy Conference Room 10th Sept. 

Murray Darling Assoc virtual 76th National 
Conference & AGM – Bingara Chambers 

14th – 16th 
Sept. 

Disability Access Committee meeting – Bingara 
Library 

18th Sept. 

CASP grant application – Bingara Courthouse 23rd Sept. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy Conference 
Room 

24th Sept. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 255/20 
 
 THAT the report be received. 
 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Smith)  
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Item 2 Recommendations from the Standing Committee Meetings 
held 08 October 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/24422 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the Public 
Infrastructure Committee and the Community Services and Planning 
Committee meeting held 08 October 2020. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the recommendations from the Standing Committee Meetings 
held of 08 October 2020 be accepted: 

Public Infrastructure Committee  

THAT the monthly Technical Services report for September 2020 
be received 

Community Services and Planning Committee 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for September 2020 be 
received 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Services report for 
September 2020 be received 

Container Deposit Scheme 

THAT Council negotiate the termination of the current contract with 
Tomra 

FURTHER that the Warialda APEX and Rotary Clubs be 
approached and encouraged to consider taking on the ongoing 
provision of the container deposit scheme 

Disability Access Committee 

THAT the report be received and that the improvements 
recommended by the Committee be referred to staff for inclusion 
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into the overall Bingara CBD Improvement Plan being developed 
where considered appropriate 

 

Correspondence from The Order of Australia Association 

THAT the report be received and Council contact Mr Butler OAM 
requesting more detail as to what expectations the group may have 
of Gwydir Shire if the Council agrees to its involvement in the 
scheme. 

THAT the following Councillor Reports be noted: 

Cr G Smith – Warialda Historical Museum sign 

    Clean-up of old Council depot site 

    Correspondence from Minister Elliott 

   Additional grant funding for Warialda Bypass 
project 

Cr J Moore –  Street flags in Warialda 

    Maintenance work on Oregon Road 

Cr S Dick -   Gineroi Fire Shed 

    Permits required for lighting fires 

Cr T Galvin -  Motivational speaker, Justin Herald 

    Industrial land at Warialda usage 

Cr F Young -  Arts North West vising Bingara 

    Power to land for sale in Bingara 

Cr C Egan -   Bingara depot relocation 

Cr D Coulton Proposed Warialda Park 

Cr J Coulton funding for roads 

THAT the member for Parkes, The Hon Mark Coulton MP be 
thanked for his continuing excellent representation on behalf of the 
northern part of Gwydir Shire. 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 256/20 
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THAT the recommendations from the Standing Committee Meetings 
held of 08 October 2020 be accepted: 

Public Infrastructure Committee (Ref: 257/20) 

THAT the monthly Technical Services report for September 
2020 be received 

Community Services and Planning Committee (Ref: 258/20) 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for September 2020 be 
received 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Services 
report for September 2020 be received 

Container Deposit Scheme (Ref: 259/20) 

THAT Council negotiate the termination of the current contract 
with Tomra 

FURTHER that the Warialda APEX and Rotary Clubs be 
approached and encouraged to consider taking on the 
ongoing provision of the container deposit scheme 

Disability Access Committee (Ref: 260/20) 

THAT the report be received and that the improvements 
recommended by the Committee be referred to staff for 
inclusion into the overall Bingara CBD Improvement Plan 
being developed where considered appropriate 

Correspondence from The Order of Australia Association (Ref: 
261/20) 

THAT the report be received and Council contact Mr Butler 
OAM requesting more detail as to what expectations the group 
may have of Gwydir Shire if the Council agrees to its 
involvement in the scheme. 

THAT the following Councillor Reports be noted (Ref: 262/20): 

Cr G Smith – Warialda Historical Museum sign 

    Clean-up of old Council depot site 

    Correspondence from Minister Elliott 

   Additional grant funding for Warialda Bypass 
project 

Cr J Moore – Street flags in Warialda 

    Maintenance work on Oregon Road 

Cr S Dick -   Gineroi Fire Shed 

    Permits required for lighting fires 
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Cr T Galvin -  Motivational speaker, Justin Herald 

    Industrial land at Warialda usage 

Cr F Young -  Arts North West vising Bingara 

    Power to land for sale in Bingara 

Cr C Egan -   Bingara depot relocation 

Cr D Coulton Proposed Warialda Park 

Cr J Coulton funding for roads 

THAT the member for Parkes, The Hon Mark Coulton MP be 
thanked for his continuing excellent representation on behalf 
of the northern part of Gwydir Shire (Ref: 263/20). 

(Moved Cr Moore, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Item 3 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
September 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/24423 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 30 September 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy, as amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 30 September 2020. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for September 
2020 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 264/20 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
September 2020 be received. 

(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 4 Gwydir River Foreshore Management Plan  

FILE REFERENCE 20/24424 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST The General Manager has an interest 
in land (2 Gwydir Street, Bingara) adjacent to the foreshore Reserve. 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the Draft Gwydir River Foreshore 
Management Plan.  

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

This draft plan was initially presented to Council in February 2017 followed by 
a revised plan tabled at the February 2018 Council Meeting. 

From these meetings various issues were raised, which have now been 
addressed and are outlined below. 

The revised Draft Management Plan is attached for adoption and presentation 
to Crown Lands for its endorsement. The Draft Plan covers the foreshore of 
the Gwydir River including within the Bingara Town Boundary. 

The areas that allow camping are outlined below: 

Location Name Plan 

Location 2 Faithful 

Area shaded yellow. This location is 
for event only camping that has 
been pre-booked. 

Location 1 Gwydir River Common 

Area shaded green. This location 
permits camping for up to 7 days. 
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Location 1A Event Camping 

Area shaded yellow north of the 
river adjacent to Gwydir Street. This 
location is for event only camping 
that has been pre-booked. 

Location 3 Boat Ramp 

Area shaded yellow south of the 
river. This location is for event only 
camping that has been pre-booked 
with the Bingara Anglers’ Club. 

 

 
  

 

COMMENT 

From February 2018 Council Meeting 

- The positioning of honesty boxes, to be collected daily, at better 
defined and sealed entry access roads into the various camping 
sites 

Commercially made honesty boxes were investigated. A suitable style 
for Council’s needs was not available. Council’s fabricator would be 
able to construct something to suit. Budget has not been allocated to 
schedule the works in. 

The entry access roads are sealed into the Gwydir River Common, 
the Boat Ramp and Gravel Screen Reserves. 

The Gwydir River Common is sealed from the White Street entry gate 
for 700m to the camping ground. The Boat Ramp is sealed from the 
entry gate for 100m. The Gravel Screen is sealed from the entry gate 
for 100m. (Included in updated plan under 1 Access Roads) 

A number of large compliance and interpretive signs have been 
installed in the Reserves. To prevent signage overload and fatigue 
some alternate approaches have been taken to encourage and 
ensure compliance. Native tree plantings have been used to restrict 
camping and traffic access to some areas and river crossings. 

- The redeployment of an existing staff member into the role of a 
second Ranger to undertake the supervision of the Gwydir 
Foreshore area and other matters within the southern part of the 
Shire 

A second Regulatory officer has been appointed to undertake the 
supervision of the Gwydir Foreshore area and other matters within the 
southern part of the Shire. (Included in updated plan under 4 
Compliance Issues) 
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- The development of a standard design for signage to convey 
relevant information to people visiting the Foreshore area, 
including the unacceptable activities that may attract on-the-spot 
fines 

There is standard signage advising of camping restrictions, obligations 
and dangers at each camping area and this is actively monitored and 
enforced. (Included in updated plan under 4 Compliance Issues and 
Appendix 3) 

- The length of stay allowable outside the town limits is to be no 
greater than 28 days in any period of 3 months 

There is standard signage for camping `length of stay’ of seven (7) 
continuous days at sites within the Bingara designated town boundary 
and  a combined length of stay at any Gwydir Shire free camp sites 
must not exceed 28 days in any 3 month period. (Included in updated 
plan under 3 Camping Issues) 

Due to the severe drought conditions the duration of stays has been 
extended in the seven (7) day limit areas. The Regulatory staff 
monitoring daily. 

- Within the town area all campers must be located greater than 
five (5) metres from the river bank 

Most campers set up back from the riverbank by five (5) meters or 
more. Due to the changing of the river’s edge this can difficult to 
enforce. Ongoing monitoring will continue and issues identified and 
actioned. If the issue escalates, signage and enforcement will be 
explored. 

- The banning of Jet Skis and a suitable speed restriction for 
motorised craft be investigated with the appropriate authority 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) is the appropriate authority. They have 
indicated that their preference is for regulation and management of 
activities rather than banning. Council’s request for a ban has been 
submitted. Whilst the ban is being considered, signage has been 
supplied and installed, and the requested scheduling of the TfNSW 
boating officer to visit the area during peak times was made in 2019. 

Signage from TfNSW. (Included in updated plan under 8 Unregistered 
and Unauthorised Vehicles) 
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- The approval process to allow for the removal of debris and 
other impediments within the river that restricts the flow be 
investigated together with the preliminary work required to 
undertake a feasibility plan for a weir within the town boundary, 
constructed along the river in a suitable location 

Permit has been issued from Crown Lands to remove Willows. 

Pontoon installed. (Included in updated plan under 2 Environmental 
Issues and 9 Town Parks and Reserves) 
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- That the camping locations allowed within the draft Foreshore 
Plan be numbered and allocated a name for ease of 
identification. Each particular location will have its own unique 
characteristics outlined, such as whether it is for event camping 
only, available for camping without ablution facilities, communal 
fire pit, etc. 

The camping locations are numbered and allocated a name for ease 
of identification. Each particular location has its own unique 
characteristics outlined. See attachment Compliance Signs and 
Attachment Entry Signs. (Included in updated plan under 5 
Recreational Users and Appendices 3 and 4) 

- That a nuisance and noxious weed eradication plan be 
developed for the Gwydir Foreshore Reserve and that grant 
funding from the Environment Trust or Reserve Trust be sought 
to implement the plan 

A weed control plan has been developed for the Gwydir River 
camping areas. Grant funding from the Environment Trust and 
Reserve Trust is being sought to implement the plan. See Appendix 1 
Gwydir River Management Plan: Weed Control. (Included in updated 
plan under 2 Environmental Issues) 

- That the Shire’s Service Clubs be requested to consider the best 
way to provide wood for the use of campers 

Standard signage prohibits the felling of trees and collection of 
firewood. Campers are able to access local suppliers for firewood. 
The Shire’s Service Clubs did not reply to the request to consider the 
best way to provide wood for the use of campers. (Included in 
updated plan under 2 Environmental Issues) 

The Bingara Anglers Club and Bingara Lions Club were contacted 
with an invitation to submit a proposal for provision of firewood but did 
not respond to the request.  

- The draft plan addresses the issue of better controlling the 
movement of horses throughout the town area foreshore after 
discussing the issue with Mr John Wade 

Management of horses, unrestricted access to environmentally 
sensitive areas, conflict with users, unrestrained populations, and 
containment issues with horses escaping. 

Council’s officers are monitoring the management of horses. The 
administration, fencing and access of horses is actively enforced. 
(Included in updated plan under 6 Possible Conflict Issues) 

Council officers have worked with Mr John Wade about issues with 
the grazing, care and health, feeding, access, and blocking access 
and will continue to actively work with Mr Wade to manage these 
issues. 
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From February 2017 Council Meeting 

1 Access Roads 

- Install signage limiting speed to 15 km/hr and monitor/enforce 

Completed. 

- Install one-way signage and monitor/enforce 

Pending. 

- Install signage restricting vehicular usage to certain roads or 
pedestrian/bike only tracks and monitor/enforce 

Pending. 

- Install signage requesting limiting driving off formed tracks and 
monitor/enforce 

Planting of native trees and shrubs has been used to block some 
tracks, limiting the need for additional signage at this stage. 

- Install signage to restrict river crossing in areas by vehicles and 
monitor/enforce 

An alternative mode of planting of native trees and shrubs was used 
to block access to some crossings. This diverted vehicles to 
alternative crossing points. Any restrictions at crossings points will 
likely cause further alternative crossings to be used. Signage 
installation is pending. 

- Install barriers such as rocks to limit vehicle access 

Planting of native trees and shrubs has been used to block some 
tracks, limiting the need for additional signage at this stage. 

- Install signage requesting to limit/or restrict access in wet 
weather and monitor/enforce 

Signage is pending; due to the drought there has been minimal impact 
from this issue. 

2 Environmental Issues 

- Install signage restricting camping within 20m from the river 
bank/edge and monitor/enforce 

This has been superseded by subsequent recommendation. Within 
the town area, all campers must be located greater than 5 metres 
from the river bank (see above). 

- Install signage restricting collection of firewood and kindling and 
monitor/enforce. Investigate the most appropriate way to provide 
firewood including the sale of firewood in partnership with users 
and/or National Parks and Wildlife 

Signage installed. See above for details for sale of firewood. 
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- Install signage restricting the clearing of campsites and 
monitor/enforce 

Interpretive signage designed by the Gwydir Ark has been installed. 

- Install signage restricting the removal of flora, fauna and rocks 
and monitor/enforce 

Interpretive signage designed by the Gwydir Ark has been installed. 
See Appendix 2. 

3 Camping Issues 

- Install signage restricting camping to a maximum of seven (7) 
continuous days at all sites within the Bingara designated town 
boundary and monitor/enforce 

Completed. 

- Install signage restricting camping to a maximum of 14 
continuous days at all sites outside the Bingara designated town 
boundary and monitor/enforce 

Superseded (see above) new signs have been installed. Completed. 

- Introduce a ‘no go’ rotation of sites to be ‘rested’ to allow for 
rehabilitation 

Ongoing.  Rehabilitation of sites is implemented as needed. The area 
is sectioned off with temporary posts and signage restricting access. 
The inclusion of interpretive signage will inform the public of the 
reason for the restriction to the area. The COVID-19 travel restrictions 
allowed the campsites to rest and rehabilitate for the period. 

- Install signage and maintain the current event-only camping area 
that limits access and allow exclusive access to the Boat Ramp 
section by the Bingara Anglers’ Club and monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

- Review the need to have a camping fee in June 2018 following 
the suggested capital improvements 

The review is postponed until such time as funding for the capital 
improvements has been secured. 

- Continue discussions with Campervan and Mobile home Club of 
Australia (CMCA) regarding a possible partnering arrangement 

Ongoing discussion with Tourism and Economic Development 
Department. 

- Facilitate grazing where appropriate to keep the grass down 

Ongoing. 

- Slash sites as needed/requested 

Ongoing. 
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4 Compliance Issues 

- Install signage advising of camping restrictions and 
monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

- Install signage advising of campers’ obligations and 
monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

- Install signage advising of camping dangers and monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

5 Recreational Users 

- Install signage advising of dangers and monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

6 Possible Conflict Issues 

- Install signage advising of dangers/obligations and 
monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

- Restrict access of horses through better administration, fencing 
and monitor and enforcement  

See above. Ongoing monitoring. 

7 Public Amenities 

- Install compostable toilets at suitable locations 

Installation of compostable toilets at suitable locations will be 
undertaken when suitable funding becomes available. 

- Keep the camp sites as basically ‘primitive’ with sufficient 
facilities to minimise environmental damage 

An awning with tables, seating and a bin has been installed at the 
boat ramp area. Additional development of facilities is ongoing. 
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8 Unregistered and Unauthorised Vehicles 

- Install signage advising of vehicle restrictions and 
monitor/enforce 

Signage installed. Ongoing monitoring. 

- Refer unregistered vehicles to Police out of Council’s jurisdiction 

Ongoing monitoring. 

- Ban the use of Jet Skis in the Gwydir River 

Signage installed. Request for TfNSW officer to monitor in peak 
season/s sent to TfNSW – see above 

9 Town Parks and Reserves 

- Develop facility plans for Bicentennial, Cunningham and 
Junction Parks including BBQs, additional covered tables and 
seating 

Bicentennial Park - Appendix 5.  
Cunningham Park - Pending. 
Junction Park - Pending. 

- Investigate developing a child-safe water activity park in 
Cunningham Park adjacent to the existing swimming pool. 

Project is funded and underway within the pool area. 

CONSULTATION 

Extensive consultation was undertaken during the Plan’s preparation over the 
last two (2) plus years. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Draft Gwydir River Crown Land Reserves Plan of 
Management be received and adopted. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Draft Plan of Management - Gwydir River 
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 265/20 

THAT the Draft Gwydir River Crown Land Reserves Plan of 
Management be received and adopted subject to Site 2 The Faithful 
Area be available for free camping at all times. 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Item 5 Naroo Aged Care Hostel - Liquidity Funds Policy  

FILE REFERENCE 20/25316 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Organisational and Community Services Director  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Council has a Naroo Refundable Accommodation Deposit / Bond Liquidity 
Management Policy.  The Policy is designed to ensure compliance with 
Statutory Prudential requirements.  Prudential Standards (Fees and Payments 
Principles 2014 Part 5) provide for the following: 

 protection of refundable deposit balances, accommodation bond 
balances and entry contribution balances of care recipients 

 sound financial management of approved providers 

 arrangements by approved providers for the management of 
refundable deposit balances and accommodation bond balances 

 provision of information about the financial management of approved 
providers 

In addition, the Policy is designed to ensure that residents receive repayment 
of RAD/Bond balance entitlements on a timely basis and within legislated 
timeframes. 

COMMENT 

Liquidity Required 

The amount of liquidity determined for the 2020/2021 financial year is 
$730,297.  

A copy of Council’s Liquidity Funds Policy and Calculations is Attachment 1. 

Form of Liquidity 

The amount of liquidity will be held in the Gwydir Shire Council cash reserve 
bank accounts, which provides funds at call. From time to time during the 
financial year, Gwydir Shire Council may also hold term deposits with 
government insured financial institutions. 

Factors considered in liquidity calculations as at 30th June 2020: 
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1. The total value of Refundable Accommodation Deposit (RADS)/ Bonds 
held was $1,622,884. 

2. The total number of RAD’s/Bonds held was 10. 

3. The average Refundable Accommodation Deposit/Bond held was 
$649,000. 

4. The amount of liquidity required as calculated in accordance with 
Council’s Policy represents 45% of the total value of refundable 
accommodation deposits/bonds held. 

5. The total value of refundable accommodation deposits/bonds refunded 
during the financial year was $461,609. 

6. The total number of RAD’s/bonds refunded during the financial year was 
four. 

7. The average RAD/Bond payout during the financial year was $115,402. 

8. The largest accommodation bond held is $290,000. 

9. The facilities’ resident occupancy rate during the year was 96%. 

 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council’s Liquidity Funds Policy for Naroo Aged Care 
facility be adopted 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Naroo's Liquidity Management Policy 
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 266/20 
 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council’s Liquidity Funds Policy for Naroo Aged 
Care facility be adopted. 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Egan) 
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Item 6 Correspondence from Rotary Club of Warialda  

FILE REFERENCE 20/25303 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.3 Build on our sense of community - OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

COMMENT 

Council has received the attached correspondence from the Warialda Rotary 
Club requesting the donation of a suitable ride on mower to allow their 
members to continue maintaining sections of the Reedy Creek, Warialda. 

Warialda Rotary is also requesting lockable gates to be installed on the walk 
bridge over Reedy Creek at the northern end of Plunkett Street to allow 
access for larger mowers to mow along the creek. 

Should Council approve the request for the ride on mower, the Rotary Club 
would be third in line for a mower once a suitable mower became available.   

Correspondence and images of crossings attached. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the correspondence be received 

FURTHER that the Club be requested to refine its request regarding the 
ride-on mower as to whether it is seeking a new mower as opposed to 
an old Council mower noting that many of the Council’s future to-be-
traded mowers are already allocated following prior Council decisions 

FURTHER if the request is for a new mower that the Club be requested 
to indicate any contribution that it can make towards the cost 

FURTHER that the request regarding the lockable gate be approved and 
installed. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Request from Warialda Rotary 
AT- Images - Reedy Creek Crossings, Warialda 
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 267/20 
 

THAT the correspondence be received 

FURTHER that the Club be requested to refine its request regarding 
the ride-on mower as to whether it is seeking a new mower as 
opposed to an old Council mower noting that many of the Council’s 
future to-be-traded mowers are already allocated following prior 
Council decisions 

FURTHER if the request is for a new mower that the Club be 
requested to indicate any contribution that it can make towards the 
cost 

FURTHER that the request regarding the lockable gates be 
approved and installed. 

(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 7 Legislative Assembly Recognition Statement - Warialda's 
All Abilities Park  

FILE REFERENCE 20/25304 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

COMMENT 

This report is for information. 

The attached correspondence was received from the office of Adam Marshall, 
Member for Northern Tablelands. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Community Recognition Statement 
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 268/20 
 

THAT the report be received. 
 
FURTHER that the Shire Local State Member, The Hon. Adam 
Marshall, be thanked for his acknowledgment. 
 
FURTHER that all the staff involved in the park’s development are 
congratulated. 
 
(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Egan)
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