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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Gwydir Shire Council 
will be held in the Roxy Meeting Room, Bingara, on Thursday 24 September 
2020 (commencing at 9.00am) to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
Your attendance is respectfully requested. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Max Eastcott 
General Manager 
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______________________________________________________________ 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
B U S I N E S S    P A P E R 

 
AGENDA 

 

ORDINARY MEETING September 24, 2020 
9.00am 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary and Confidential Meeting held on 
Thursday, August 27, 2020 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 

PRESENTATION 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, GIFTS RECEIVED AND 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
  
MAYORAL MINUTE (If any) 
 
DEFERRED ITEMS – Nil 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (As listed) 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OPEN 
 
            Councillors’ Reports 
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Item 1 Mayoral Election  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22246 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The Local Government Act and Regulations provide that Councillors elect a 
Mayor from among their number; unless there is a decision in force that the 
Mayor is elected by the electors. The relevant process is outlined in the 
attached documentation. 

Section 230(1) of the Local Government Act, 1993, provides that the Mayor is 
elected for a two year term but due to the deferral of the general local 
government election the Mayoral term following this election is for one year. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Nominations may be received up until the election on the day of the Council’s 
Meeting. 

The Council has, in the past, not used ‘open voting’ nor has it used an 
‘ordinary ballot’ when 3 or more candidates have nominated for the position. 
In the past, as the Returning Officer it has also been my practice to request a 
person from the gallery to act if any members of the public are in attendance.  

 

RETURNING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

(If an election is required) either:   

 (Only 2 candidates nominating) 

 THAT the election for the Mayor be held with an ordinary ballot. 

 OR 

 (3 or more candidates nominating) 

 THAT the election for the Mayor be held with a preferential ballot. 

 AND 
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FURTHER that the ballot paper are destroyed immediately following 
 the declaration of the poll. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Election process   
AT- Nomination Form   
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GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

NOMINATION FOR MAYOR 

 

We hereby nominate: 

 

Cr._________________________________ for 
the position of Mayor 

 

Cr._________________________________ 

 

Cr._________________________________ 

 

I consent to the above nomination 

 

Cr.__________________________________ 
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Item 2 Election of Deputy Mayor  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22247 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

1. Section 231 of the Local Government Act, 1993 provides that Council 
may elect a Deputy Mayor. If Council wishes to do so it should resolve 
accordingly 

2. The same provisions apply for the election as for the Mayor except that 
the Term of Office may be determined by Council to be either the 
Mayoral Term or a shorter period. This has always been nominated as 
the Mayoral term of one year, which has now been increased to a two 
year term. It is recommended that the term of the Deputy Mayor remains 
as the same as the Mayoral term. 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Agenda. Nominations may be 
received up until the election on the day of the Council’s Meeting. 

RETURNING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Council elects a Deputy Mayor for the 2020/2021 Mayoral 
 term.  

 (If an election is required) either:  

 (Only 2 candidates nominating) 

 FURTHER that the election for the Deputy Mayor be held with an 
 ordinary ballot. 

 OR 

 (3 or more candidates nominating) 

 FURTHER that the election for the Deputy Mayor be held with a 
 preferential ballot. 

 AND 

FURTHER that the ballot papers are destroyed immediately 
following  the declaration of the poll. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Nomination Form   
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GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

NOMINATION FOR DEPUTY MAYOR 

 

We hereby nominate: 

 

Cr._________________________________ for 
the position of Deputy Mayor 

 

Cr._________________________________ 

 

Cr._________________________________ 

 

I consent to the above nomination 

 

Cr.__________________________________ 
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Item 3 Councillor's Activity Report for August  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22241 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

The Councillors’ activity schedule for August 2020 is outlined below 

August, 2020 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Namoi Unlimited Meeting /Board Discussion 
via Zoom 

11th Aug. 

BROC Meeting via Zoom 14th Aug. 

QLD- NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

17th Aug. 

Namoi Economic Supply Chain – via Zoom 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

QLD -NSW Closure update – Teams Meeting 
– Caroline MacSmith 

20th Aug. 

QLD – NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

25th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 26th Aug. 

QLD – NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

27th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Namoi Unlimited – Board Meeting and farewell 
lunch for Cr Hope 

31st Aug. 

Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Bingara Toy Library – Commemorative Birth 
Certificates 

5th Aug. 

Special events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 

Bingara Toy Library – Commemorative Birth 
Certificates 

6th Aug. 
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Vision 20/20 Meeting - Bingara 6th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr David Coulton 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting – via Teams 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Meeting – Warialda 
Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection – Bingara  27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

 Cr Stuart Dick 

Tingha RFS Meeting 2nd Aug. 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting – via Teams 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Warialda Historical Society AGM 20th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection – Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection – Warialda  27th Aug. 

Cr Dixon OAM 

Special events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr T Galvin 

Special Events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr J Moore 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Warialda Historical Society AGM 20th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection -Bingara 27th Aug 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug.. 

Cr G Smith Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 19th Aug. 
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Warialda Training Room 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr F Young 

CCC Steering Committee Meeting – Bingara 
Landcare Office 

4th Aug. 

BROC Meeting via Zoom 14th Aug. 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting via Teams 17th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 4 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
August 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22244 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND: 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 August 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current year’s 
collections are up to 31 August 2020. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
August be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 5 Committee Memberships  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22388 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends extending the current memberships for an additional 
12 months. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Attached is the current list of Council’s Committees and appointed delegates. 

Councillors are requested to review the list and provide the staff with any 
alterations or modifications required.  Some of the memberships (e.g. Naomi 
and New England JOs) are related to the persons who hold either the Mayor 
or Deputy Mayor positions. 

Some of these committees only meet as required. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the current memberships be confirmed for an additional 12 
months. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Current Memberships 
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Item 6 Recommendations from Standing Committee Meetings 10 
September 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22243 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the Public 
Infrastructure and Community Services and Planning Committee Meetings 
held on 10 September 2020. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the recommendation from the Public Infrastructure 
Committee meeting held 10 September is adopted: 

  Monthly Technical Services Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Technical Services Report for August be 
received 

THAT the recommendations from the Community Services and 
Planning Committee meeting held 10 September 2020 are adopted: 

Monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for 
August 2020 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community 
Development Report for August be received 

FURTHER that Inverell Shire Council be requested to 
contribute towards the cost of providing the following 
services to the residents of Inverell Shire: 

 Tharawonga Early Child Service to Yetman 

 The Commonwealth Home Support Program to Delungra 

 Monthly Executive Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for August be received 

  Annual Picnic Day 
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  THAT the report be received 

Council and Committee Meetings Cycle 

  THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the recommended meeting dates for the 
remainder of 2020 are accepted 

 

THAT the following Councillor reports be noted: 

 Cr M Dixon OAM - Footpath improvement in Bingara 

 Cr J Moore  - Pavers near Royal Hotel, Warialda 

Koorilgur Walk, Warialda 

Thank you to Finance Manager 

Thank you to staff for removing tree 
below skate park, Warialda 

Update on the business survey 

 Cr T Galvin -  Number of visitors to Bingara 

Barking dogs 

Possible grant funding for wellness 
classes 

Signage for dog owners 

Roxy Café matter 

Cr F Young -  Footpath between Junction and 
Keera Streets, Bingara 

U3A 

Conference and AGM of MDA 

Cr D Coulton -  Properties requiring cleanup notice 

Cr J Coulton -  Warialda Fire Break 

   47 Hope Street, Warialda 

THAT the recommendations from the Closed Community Services 
and Planning Committee are adopted: 

Monthly Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Confidential Organisation and 
Community Development Report for August be received. 

  THAT the following Councillor report be noted: 

Cr F Young – proposed art gallery Bingara matter 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  


