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Item 1 Commercial Hotel Site Warialda  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22109 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for information only. 

BACKGROUND 

The Council has initiated the process of purchasing the subject site and has 
indicated its preference is to demolish the existing building, subject to the 
approval of a development application, and create a significant urban park 
within the Warialda business centre. 

The process required to prepare the required Development Application to 
demolish the existing building has commenced. The assessment of whether 
any asbestos is present in the existing building has also been arranged. 

The assessment of the Development Application, once lodged, will be 
undertaken by an external impartial party and probably a neighbouring 
Council.     

This proposal has created some interest and comment from some members 
of the public, both for and against. 

Apart from the correspondence received directly to the Council there has also 
been the usual social media outrage by keyboard warriors accompanied by 
threats of ICAC referrals, etc. 

COMMENT 

The attached correspondence from Mr Stubbins, representing the Warialda 
and District Chamber, and Mrs Stubbins, representing Carinda House, have 
included suggestions about the future of the Commercial Hotel building. 

You may remember that Mr Stubbins has refused in the past to provide a list 
of his organisation’s membership to the Council as well as refusing to accept 
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the Council’s membership application. The Chamber’s return to Fair Trading 
each year simply states that the group has more than 5 members. 

I suspect that Mr Stubbins uses his position as President of the Chamber to 
push forward his own views rather than the collective views from the limited 
membership of his group. 

The Carinda House suggestion is for the building to be used for some heritage 
project and that the Warialda Historical Society be moved into the building 
from its existing home in the former Masonic Lodge in Plunkett Street. 

The Council purchased the former Warialda Masonic Lodge for the specific 
purpose of using it as a home for the Warialda Historical Society. The Council 
has invested $255,021.08 in this former Masonic Lodge site to date. The 
internal structure of this building would make any alternate use difficult. 

Retaining the original core of the Commercial Hotel building as a home for the 
Warialda Historical Society would be costly and even more so if the upstairs 
area was proposed for any sort of public access due to there being no internal 
access to the first floor, which would also require suitable access for people 
with a disability. 

As part of the overall comment about the Commercial Hotel discussion there 
has been a suggestion in a Facebook post that the Council is ignoring the 
needs of the smaller urban villages of the Shire, especially regarding the 
allocation of grant funding. This comment is incorrect and highlights that truth 
really is the first casualty in a war. 

The following grant budget allocations for works have either been undertaken 
or are about to be undertaken in the following localities: 

 Coolatai  $163,366 

 Croppa Creek $  85,521 

 Gravesend $392,453 

 North Star  $  99,988 

 Upper Horton $131,536 

 Warialda Rail $105,465 

CONCLUSION 

In summary, the decision of the Council is being carried out, the required 
development consent is being pursued and the Council is seeking an impartial 
third party to undertake the required assessment once the development 
application has been completed and lodged. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report regarding the Warialda Commercial Hotel project 
be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Correspondence from Mr and Mrs Stubbins 
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Item 2 Certification of the 2019-2020 Financial Statements  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22454 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The purpose of this report is to comply with statutory requirements in relation 
to the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for the year 
ended 30 June 2020 for Gwydir Shire Council. 

The General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire 
Council for the year ended 30 June 2020 have been prepared and are in the 
final stages of Audit.  It is not believed there will be any material changes to 
the Reports attached. 

When the audit is completed, the NSW Audit Office will issue a client service 
report which will be presented along with the audited financial reports to the 
Audit Risk and Improvement Committee for review.   

The audited financial statements and independent auditors report will be 
presented to Council and the public at the Council meeting to be held 26 
November 2020, in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

Section 413(2)(c) requires a Statement, signed by the General Manager, 
Responsible Accounting Officer, Mayor and one Councillor, in the form 
approved by the Council as to its opinion on the General Purpose Financial 
Reports, Special Purpose Financial Reports and any such General 
Schedules. It should be noted that the Statement reflects an opinion only and 
is not legally binding. 

Staff Certification 

The General Manager, Mr Max Eastcott, and the Responsible Accounting 
Officer, Mrs. Helen Thomas, certify that to the best of their knowledge, the 
General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports have been prepared 
in accordance with all statutory requirements and believe the reports present 
fairly the financial position of Gwydir Shire Council at 30 June 2020. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
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 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that in relation to the report “Certification of the 
2019/2020 Annual Financial Reports” for the period ending 30 June 
2020, Council: 

(i)     Resolve to present the Audited General Purpose and 
Special Purpose Financial Reports, together with the 
Auditors Reports at a Public Meeting to be held as part of 
Council’s Meeting on 23 November 2020, in accordance 
with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 

(ii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to Section 
413 (2c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as 
amended), that the General Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
Regulations made thereafter 

 the Australian Accounting Standards and professional 
pronouncements; and 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; 

(b) the General Purpose Financial Report presents fairly 
the Council’s operating result and  financial position 
for the year; 

(c) the General Purpose Financial Report accords with 
the Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the General Purpose Financial Report false or 
misleading in any way. 

(iii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to the Local 
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting, that the Special Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the NSW Government Policy Statement “Application 
of National Competition Policy to Local Government” 

 the Division of Local Government Guidelines “Pricing 
& Costing for Council Businesses: A Guide to 
Competitive Neutrality” 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; and 

(b) the Special Purpose Financial Reports present fairly 
the operating result and financial position for each of 
the Council’s declared Business Activities for the year 
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(c) the Special Purpose Financial Reports accord with the 
Council’s accounting and other records and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the Special Purpose Financial Reports false or 
misleading in any way. 

FURTHER that the reports be authorised for issue 

FURTHER that the reports be referred to Council’s auditors for 
audit. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- General Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2020   
AT- Special Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2020   
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