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MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 

 
ROXY MEETING ROOM, BINGARA 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor – arrived 9.37 am), Cr. 
Jim Moore, Cr. Geoff Smith, Cr. David 
Coulton, Cr Stuart Dick and Cr Frances 
Young 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Helen Thomas (Manager, Finance), 
Tim Greensill (Manager, Information Services) and 
Amy Buetel (Engineering Projects Co-ordinator) 

 

Public: Ms Adina Jackson, Mrs Rachel Sherman and Mrs Kim 
Miller (Gwydir News) 

Visitor: Nil 

  



Ordinary Meeting - 24 September 2020 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 2 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 24 
September 2020 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Alex Eddy (Manager, Engineering Services) , Cr Tiffany 
                         Galvin and Cr. Marilyn Dixon OAM 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 214/20 
 

THAT the apologies of Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM, Cr Tiffany 
Galvin and Alex Eddy (Manager, Engineering Services) are 
accepted. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Dick) 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 215/20 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 27 August 2020 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Moore) 
 
 

 
PRESENTATION Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST Nil 
 
ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 216/20 
 

THAT the following items, namely: 
 

7. Commercial Hotel Site Warialda 
8. Certification of the 2019-2020 Financial 

Statements 
 

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider Items raised by Crs Moore, 
Egan and Young. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
 

 
THERE WERE NO RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
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Item 1 Mayoral Election  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22246 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The Local Government Act and Regulations provide that Councillors elect a 
Mayor from among their number; unless there is a decision in force that the 
Mayor is elected by the electors. The relevant process is outlined in the 
attached documentation. 

Section 230(1) of the Local Government Act, 1993, provides that the Mayor is 
elected for a two year term but due to the deferral of the general local 
government election the Mayoral term following this election is for one year. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Nominations may be received up until the election on the day of the Council’s 
Meeting. 

The Council has, in the past, not used ‘open voting’ nor has it used an 
‘ordinary ballot’ when 3 or more candidates have nominated for the position. 
In the past, as the Returning Officer it has also been my practice to request a 
person from the gallery to act if any members of the public are in attendance.  

 

RETURNING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

(If an election is required) either:   

 (Only 2 candidates nominating) 

 THAT the election for the Mayor be held with an ordinary ballot. 

 OR 

 (3 or more candidates nominating) 

 THAT the election for the Mayor be held with a preferential ballot. 

 AND 
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FURTHER that the ballot paper are destroyed immediately following  the 
declaration of the poll. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Election process   
AT- Nomination Form   
   
 
 
ELECTION RESULT (Ref: 217/20) 
 
The Returning Officer announced that the following Councillor had 
 been nominated for the position of Mayor:  
 
 Cr. Coulton (Nominated by Crs. Egan and Young).  
 
 Cr Coulton indicated his acceptance of the nomination. 
 
 The Returning Officer called for any further nominations.  
 
 There being no further nominations and following the nominee’s 
 acceptance of the nomination, Cr John Coulton was declared 
 elected.  
 

Following the declaration of the election Cr J Coulton thanked his 
fellow Councillors for their continuing confidence in his ability to 
perform the role and expressed his deep belief that holding the 
position of Mayor is a genuine privilege that he doesn’t take for 
granted. He also noted that he felt he worked with a fine group of 
Councillors who collectively made up a great team especially the 
way they publicly supported resolutions, which they may not have 
originally supported. 
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Item 2 Election of Deputy Mayor  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22247 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

1. Section 231 of the Local Government Act, 1993 provides that Council 
may elect a Deputy Mayor. If Council wishes to do so it should resolve 
accordingly 

2. The same provisions apply for the election as for the Mayor except that 
the Term of Office may be determined by Council to be either the 
Mayoral Term or a shorter period. This has always been nominated as 
the Mayoral term of one year, which has now been increased to a two 
year term. It is recommended that the term of the Deputy Mayor remains 
as the same as the Mayoral term. 

A nomination form is enclosed with this Agenda. Nominations may be 
received up until the election on the day of the Council’s Meeting. 

RETURNING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Council elects a Deputy Mayor for the 2020/2021 Mayoral 
 term.  

 (If an election is required) either:  

 (Only 2 candidates nominating) 

 FURTHER that the election for the Deputy Mayor be held with an 
 ordinary ballot. 

 OR 

 (3 or more candidates nominating) 

 FURTHER that the election for the Deputy Mayor be held with a 
 preferential ballot. 

 AND 

FURTHER that the ballot papers are destroyed immediately following 
 the declaration of the poll. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
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AT- Nomination Form   
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 218/20 
 

THAT the Council elects a Deputy Mayor for the 2020/2021 Mayoral 
term. 
 
(Moved Cr Coulton, seconded Cr Smith) 
 
 
 

ELECTION RESULT (Ref: 219/20) 
 

The Returning Officer announced that the following Councillor had  
been nominated for the position of Deputy Mayor:  
 
Cr. Egan (Nominated by Crs. J Coulton and D Coulton).  
 
Cr Egan indicated her acceptance of the nomination.  
 
The Returning Officer called for any further nominations.  
 
There being no further nominations and following the nominee’s 
acceptance of the nomination, Cr Catherine Egan was declared 
elected.  
 
Cr Egan was absent during the election and the Returning Officer 
thanked the Councillors on her behalf. 

 



Ordinary Meeting - 24 September 2020 
Election of Deputy Mayor 

Attachment 1 
Nomination Form 

 

This is page number 16 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 24 
September 2020 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Item 3 Councillor's Activity Report for August  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22241 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

The Councillors’ activity schedule for August 2020 is outlined below 

August, 2020 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Namoi Unlimited Meeting /Board Discussion 
via Zoom 

11th Aug. 

BROC Meeting via Zoom 14th Aug. 

QLD- NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

17th Aug. 

Namoi Economic Supply Chain – via Zoom 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

QLD -NSW Closure update – Teams Meeting 
– Caroline MacSmith 

20th Aug. 

QLD – NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

25th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 26th Aug. 

QLD – NSW Border Closure update – Teams 
Meeting – Caroline MacSmith 

27th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Namoi Unlimited – Board Meeting and farewell 
lunch for Cr Hope 

31st Aug. 

Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Bingara Toy Library – Commemorative Birth 
Certificates 

5th Aug. 

Special events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 
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Bingara Toy Library – Commemorative Birth 
Certificates 

6th Aug. 

Vision 20/20 Meeting - Bingara 6th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr David Coulton 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting – via Teams 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Meeting – Warialda 
Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection – Bingara  27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

 Cr Stuart Dick 

Tingha RFS Meeting 2nd Aug. 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting – via Teams 17th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Warialda Historical Society AGM 20th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection – Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection – Warialda  27th Aug. 

Cr Dixon OAM 

Special events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr T Galvin 

Special Events Meeting – Bingara Council 
Chambers 

5th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr J Moore 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Warialda Historical Society AGM 20th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection -Bingara 27th Aug 
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Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug.. 

Cr G Smith 

Warialda Fire Break Committee Meeting – 
Warialda Training Room 

19th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

Cr F Young 

CCC Steering Committee Meeting – Bingara 
Landcare Office 

4th Aug. 

BROC Meeting via Zoom 14th Aug. 

Gwydir LEMC Meeting via Teams 17th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – The Roxy 
Conference Room 

27th Aug. 

Gwydir Oval Amenities Inspection - Bingara 27th Aug. 

Commercial Hotel Inspection - Warialda 27th Aug. 

 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 220/20 
 

THAT the Councillor's Activity Report for August be received. 
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 4 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
August 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22244 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND: 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 August 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 
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The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current year’s 
collections are up to 31 August 2020. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for August be 
received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 221/20 
 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
August be received. 
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 5 Committee Memberships  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22388 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends extending the current memberships for an additional 
12 months. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Attached is the current list of Council’s Committees and appointed delegates. 

Councillors are requested to review the list and provide the staff with any 
alterations or modifications required.  Some of the memberships (e.g. Naomi 
and New England JOs) are related to the persons who hold either the Mayor 
or Deputy Mayor positions. 

Some of these committees only meet as required. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the current memberships be confirmed for an additional 12 
months. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Current Memberships 
   
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 222/20 
 

THAT the current memberships be confirmed for an additional 12 
months. 
 
(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 6 Recommendations from Standing Committee Meetings 10 
September 2020  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22243 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the Public 
Infrastructure and Community Services and Planning Committee Meetings 
held on 10 September 2020. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the recommendation from the Public Infrastructure Committee 
meeting held 10 September is adopted: 

  Monthly Technical Services Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Technical Services Report for August be 
received 

THAT the recommendations from the Community Services and Planning 
Committee meeting held 10 September 2020 are adopted: 

Monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for 
August 2020 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for August be received 

FURTHER that Inverell Shire Council be requested to contribute 
towards the cost of providing the following services to the 
residents of Inverell Shire: 

 Tharawonga Early Child Service to Yetman 

 The Commonwealth Home Support Program to Delungra 

 Monthly Executive Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for August be received 
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  Annual Picnic Day 

  THAT the report be received 

Council and Committee Meetings Cycle 

  THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the recommended meeting dates for the 
remainder of 2020 are accepted 

 

THAT the following Councillor reports be noted: 

 Cr M Dixon OAM - Footpath improvement in Bingara 

 Cr J Moore  - Pavers near Royal Hotel, Warialda 

Koorilgur Walk, Warialda 

Thank you to Finance Manager 

Thank you to staff for removing tree 
below skate park, Warialda 

Update on the business survey 

 Cr T Galvin -  Number of visitors to Bingara 

Barking dogs 

Possible grant funding for wellness 
classes 

Signage for dog owners 

Roxy Café matter 

Cr F Young -   Footpath between Junction and 
Keera Streets, Bingara 

U3A 

Conference and AGM of MDA 

Cr D Coulton -  Properties requiring clean up notice 

Cr J Coulton -  Warialda Fire Break 

   47 Hope Street, Warialda 

THAT the recommendations from the Closed Community Services and 
Planning Committee are adopted: 

Monthly Confidential Organisation and Community Development 
Report for August 2020 

THAT the monthly Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development Report for August be received. 

  THAT the following Councillor report be noted: 

Cr F Young – proposed art gallery Bingara matter 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 223/20 

THAT the recommendation from the Public Infrastructure 
Committee meeting held 10 September is adopted: 

Monthly Technical Services Report for August 2020 (Ref: 
224/20 

THAT the monthly Technical Services Report for August be 
received 

THAT the recommendations from the Community Services and 
Planning Committee meeting held 10 September 2020 are adopted: 

Monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for 
August 2020 (Ref: 225/20) 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community 
Development Report for August be received 

FURTHER that Inverell Shire Council be requested to 
contribute towards the cost of providing the following 
services to the residents of Inverell Shire (Ref: 226/20): 

 Tharawonga Early Child Service to Yetman 

 The Commonwealth Home Support Program to Delungra 

 Monthly Executive Report for August 2020 (Ref: 227/20) 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for August be received 

  Annual Picnic Day (Ref: 228/20) 

  THAT the report be received 

Council and Committee Meetings Cycle (Ref: 229/20) 

  THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the recommended meeting dates for the 
remainder of 2020 are accepted 

 

THAT the following Councillor reports be noted (Ref: 230/20): 

 Cr M Dixon OAM - Footpath improvement in Bingara 

 Cr J Moore  - Pavers near Royal Hotel, Warialda 
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Koorilgur Walk, Warialda 

Thank you to Finance Manager 

Thank you to staff for removing tree 
below skate park, Warialda 

Update on the business survey 

 Cr T Galvin -  Number of visitors to Bingara 

Barking dogs 

Possible grant funding for wellness 
classes 

Signage for dog owners 

Roxy Café matter 

Cr F Young -  Footpath between Junction and 
Keera Streets, Bingara 

U3A 

Conference and AGM of MDA 

Cr D Coulton -  Properties requiring clean up notice 

Cr J Coulton -  Warialda Fire Break 

   47 Hope Street, Warialda 

THAT the recommendations from the Closed Community Services 
and Planning Committee are adopted: 

Monthly Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development Report for August 2020 (Ref: 231/20) 

THAT the monthly Confidential Organisation and 
Community Development Report for August be received. 

 THAT the following Councillor report be noted (Ref: 232/20): 

Cr F Young – proposed art gallery Bingara matter 

 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 7 Commercial Hotel Site Warialda  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22109 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for information only. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The Council has initiated the process of purchasing the subject site and has 
indicated its preference is to demolish the existing building, subject to the 
approval of a development application, and create a significant urban park 
within the Warialda business centre. 

The process required to prepare the required Development Application to 
demolish the existing building has commenced. The assessment of whether 
any asbestos is present in the existing building has also been arranged. 

The assessment of the Development Application, once lodged, will be 
undertaken by an external impartial party and probably a neighbouring 
Council.     

This proposal has created some interest and comment from some members 
of the public, both for and against. 

Apart from the correspondence received directly to the Council there has also 
been the usual social media outrage by keyboard warriors accompanied by 
threats of ICAC referrals, etc. 

COMMENT 

The attached correspondence from Mr Stubbins, representing the Warialda 
and District Chamber, and Mrs Stubbins, representing Carinda House, have 
included suggestions about the future of the Commercial Hotel building. 
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You may remember that Mr Stubbins has refused in the past to provide a list 
of his organisation’s membership to the Council as well as refusing to accept 
the Council’s membership application. The Chamber’s return to Fair Trading 
each year simply states that the group has more than 5 members. 

I suspect that Mr Stubbins uses his position as President of the Chamber to 
push forward his own views rather than the collective views from the limited 
membership of his group. 

The Carinda House suggestion is for the building to be used for some heritage 
project and that the Warialda Historical Society be moved into the building 
from its existing home in the former Masonic Lodge in Plunkett Street. 

The Council purchased the former Warialda Masonic Lodge for the specific 
purpose of using it as a home for the Warialda Historical Society. The Council 
has invested $255,021.08 in this former Masonic Lodge site to date. The 
internal structure of this building would make any alternate use difficult. 

Retaining the original core of the Commercial Hotel building as a home for the 
Warialda Historical Society would be costly and even more so if the upstairs 
area was proposed for any sort of public access due to there being no internal 
access to the first floor, which would also require suitable access for people 
with a disability. 

As part of the overall comment about the Commercial Hotel discussion there 
has been a suggestion in a Facebook post that the Council is ignoring the 
needs of the smaller urban villages of the Shire, especially regarding the 
allocation of grant funding. This comment is incorrect and highlights that truth 
really is the first casualty in a war. 

The following grant budget allocations for works have either been undertaken 
or are about to be undertaken in the following localities: 

 Coolatai  $163,366 

 Croppa Creek $  85,521 

 Gravesend $392,453 

 North Star  $  99,988 

 Upper Horton $131,536 

 Warialda Rail $105,465 

CONCLUSION 

In summary, the decision of the Council is being carried out, the required 
development consent is being pursued and the Council is seeking an impartial 
third party to undertake the required assessment once the development 
application has been completed and lodged. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report regarding the Warialda Commercial Hotel project be 
received 
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ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Correspondence from Mr and Mrs Stubbins 
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 233/20 
 

THAT the report regarding the Warialda Commercial Hotel project 
be received. 
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 8 Certification of the 2019-2020 Financial Statements  

FILE REFERENCE 20/22454 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The purpose of this report is to comply with statutory requirements in relation 
to the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for the year 
ended 30 June 2020 for Gwydir Shire Council. 

The General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire 
Council for the year ended 30 June 2020 have been prepared and are in the 
final stages of Audit.  It is not believed there will be any material changes to 
the Reports attached. 

When the audit is completed, the NSW Audit Office will issue a client service 
report which will be presented along with the audited financial reports to the 
Audit Risk and Improvement Committee for review.   

The audited financial statements and independent auditors report will be 
presented to Council and the public at the Council meeting to be held 26 
November 2020, in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

Section 413(2)(c) requires a Statement, signed by the General Manager, 
Responsible Accounting Officer, Mayor and one Councillor, in the form 
approved by the Council as to its opinion on the General Purpose Financial 
Reports, Special Purpose Financial Reports and any such General 
Schedules. It should be noted that the Statement reflects an opinion only and 
is not legally binding. 

Staff Certification 

The General Manager, Mr Max Eastcott, and the Responsible Accounting 
Officer, Mrs. Helen Thomas, certify that to the best of their knowledge, the 
General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports have been prepared 
in accordance with all statutory requirements and believe the reports present 
fairly the financial position of Gwydir Shire Council at 30 June 2020. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that in relation to the report “Certification of the 2019/2020 
Annual Financial Reports” for the period ending 30 June 2020, Council: 

(i)     Resolve to present the Audited General Purpose and Special 
Purpose Financial Reports, together with the Auditors Reports 
at a Public Meeting to be held as part of Council’s Meeting on 
23 November 2020, in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993; 

(ii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to Section 413 
(2c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as amended), 
that the General Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire 
Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
Regulations made thereafter 

 the Australian Accounting Standards and professional 
pronouncements; and 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and 
Financial Reporting; 

(b) the General Purpose Financial Report presents fairly the 
Council’s operating result and  financial position for the 
year; 

(c) the General Purpose Financial Report accords with the 
Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would make 
the General Purpose Financial Report false or misleading 
in any way. 

(iii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to the Local 
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting, that the Special Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the NSW Government Policy Statement “Application of 
National Competition Policy to Local Government” 

 the Division of Local Government Guidelines “Pricing & 
Costing for Council Businesses: A Guide to Competitive 
Neutrality” 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and 
Financial Reporting; and 
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(b) the Special Purpose Financial Reports present fairly the 
operating result and financial position for each of the 
Council’s declared Business Activities for the year 

(c) the Special Purpose Financial Reports accord with the 
Council’s accounting and other records and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would make 
the Special Purpose Financial Reports false or misleading 
in any way. 

FURTHER that the reports be authorised for issue 

FURTHER that the reports be referred to Council’s auditors for audit. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- General Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2020   
AT- Special Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2020   
   
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 234/20 
 
THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that in relation to the report “Certification of the 
2019/2020 Annual Financial Reports” for the period ending 30 June 
2020, Council: 

(i)     Resolve to present the Audited General Purpose and 
Special Purpose Financial Reports, together with the 
Auditors Reports at a Public Meeting to be held as part of 
Council’s Meeting on 23 November 2020, in accordance 
with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 

(ii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to Section 
413 (2c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as 
amended), that the General Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
Regulations made thereafter 

 the Australian Accounting Standards and professional 
pronouncements; and 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; 

(b) the General Purpose Financial Report presents fairly 
the Council’s operating result and  financial position 
for the year; 
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(c) the General Purpose Financial Report accords with 
the Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the General Purpose Financial Report false or 
misleading in any way. 

(iii)   Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to the Local 
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting, that the Special Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2020: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the NSW Government Policy Statement “Application 
of National Competition Policy to Local Government” 

 the Division of Local Government Guidelines “Pricing 
& Costing for Council Businesses: A Guide to 
Competitive Neutrality” 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; and 

(b) the Special Purpose Financial Reports present fairly 
the operating result and financial position for each of 
the Council’s declared Business Activities for the year 

(c) the Special Purpose Financial Reports accord with the 
Council’s accounting and other records and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the Special Purpose Financial Reports false or 
misleading in any way. 

FURTHER that the reports be authorised for issue 

FURTHER that the reports be referred to Council’s auditors for 
audit. 

(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Cr David Coulton 
 

Bushfire Management Meeting (Ref: 235/20) 
 
Cr Coulton advised the meeting that he and Cr Dick attended this 
meeting recently in Narrabri and push the Council’s case for improved 
fire protection around Warialda.

 
 
Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Proposed 'Edwards Lane, Bingara' (Ref: 236/20) 
 
Cr Egan requested that the naming on an unnamed land adjacent to 
Ms Irene Edwards be ‘Edwards Lane’ be investigated.

 
 
Cr Frances Young 
 

Various Matters (ref: 237/20) 
 
Cr Young advised the meeting that she had participated in a virtual 
Murray Darling Association Conference and had also attended a 
meeting about the proposed Art Gallery in Bingara. A brief report was 
given about both activities.

 
 
Cr Stuart Dick 
 

Various Matters (Ref: 238/20) 
 
Cr Dick requested an update on the following matters, which was 
given: 
 

 Vacant Council land in Plunkett Street Warialda; 
 Dog Breeding Facility recently raided; 
 Provision of electricity and NBN to Council subdivided lots in 

Bingara; and; 
 Warialda High Productivity Route and Truck Wash. 

 
Cr Jim Moore 
 

Warialda Recreation Ground Function Area (Ref: 239/20) 
 
Cr Moore requested an update on this project. The information will be 
provided. 
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Cr Geoff Smith 
 

Proposed Murals Warialda Pool (Ref: 240/20) 
 
Cr Smith requested an update on this proposal. The information 
requested will be provided.

 
Cr John Coulton 
 

Queensland Border Closure (Ref: 241/20) 
 
The Mayor gave a brief update on the continuation of the closed border 
with Queensland issue.

 
 
Meeting closed 11.20 am 


